
Deb Blanchard 

ENGL 530 

Reflective Preface 

12/13/12 

 

 

Reflecting on the Creation of the Digital Writing 101 Playground 

 

My approach to this project was decidedly different than any I have undertaken in any class up 

until now.  I built a website (Google site, really) called the Digital Writing 101 Playground.  The 

challenge wasn’t so much that I was “building a website,” but rather, it was an exercise in 

“letting go” of my own personal constraints and allowing myself to engage in the kind of abstract 

thinking I enjoy doing.  However, even as I write that last sentence, I realize that despite my 

preference for abstract thinking, I have been so trained at this point in my college career to 

approach the research paper from a very linear process, that I found myself constantly rethinking 

the themes and layout of the whole Google site, trying to make sure that readers could follow it 

logically and that did “bog” me down at times. 

 

I initially began thinking about an exploratory-inquiry based project when we read The Rhetoric 

of Cool.  I don’t know why, but I really liked reading Rice’s take on this.  I’m not sure I 

understand all of his concepts completely, however, and that may come through in some of the 

writing on the “Rhetoric of Memory Blog."  Strangely, I did not focus on the word “rhetoric” so 

much while I was writing that blog.  I stuck with Rice’s ideas that “cultural studies, technology, 

and visual writing are…vital to electronic writing,” or as I termed it “digital writing” (3).  I’m 

not exactly sure why I decided to use “digital” instead of “electronic,” and I found myself 

wondering that by the time I was done with the project – maybe I read it that way in one of our 

readings during the semester and it stuck in my head – I really have no idea which reading it was 

though. 

 

While working with the “Chora” of Memory, I was struck by how much more time I needed to 

really make the associations and connections more deeply.  It truly is the kind of exercise that 

should encompass a semester to do it well, or if it is not a full semester undertaking, it should be 

a group project.  I found that when I started looking at how culture and memory intersect, the 

experience got a little murky.  When I think of “cool,” I see the social implications in the word, 

and that makes it a little easier to find those connections.  If I had chosen a word like “wicked,” 

as in,“That’s wicked cool!” – a very New England colloquialism – I would have found some 

interesting ways to engage with the word, but “memory” is not slang or used in some kind of 

juxtaposing way, unless you consider it in terms of computer memory and storage vs. human 

memory and experience.  I tried to play with the nuance of that when I discuss memory and 

technology, but I think there is a lot more that could be said.   

 

My final blog on the “Chora” of Memory includes a list of areas that could be expanded upon in 

the future.  I explain in the blog the need to “twist” or flip the way we see “memory” in order to 

engage with it in the manner that Rice is suggesting.  Instead of just seeing the word in terms of 

“remembering,” we also need to think of memory as “storage” and “representation” and 
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recognize that when it comes to culture, memory is both a reflection of and a foundational part of 

developing culture.  I hadn’t really thought about memory in those contexts before this project.   

 

My second project on the site was Geoffrey Sirc’s “Box-Logic.” The idea that we put boxes 

around things to frame them, to keep order within disorder, was an interesting idea to me. We do 

this in almost every facet of our life.  Our doorways may be arched, but our doors are almost 

always square (we’re not Hobbits).  The picture frames we hang, the fireplace hearth, the 

television set (and computer screens), most of our sinks, the architectural spaces of most of our 

homes (although we may curve the archway, and occasionally make rooms rounder, most homes 

do not have those aspects), the books we read, our streets, if planned, are set off in strips of 

parallel streets – we even tell people they should learn to “think outside the box.”  So, when Sirc 

was trying to explain how within a square frame – a box – we can collect our treasures, and in 

creating a piece of writing we can create “short fabulous textual realities, a kind of street-derived 

genre of drive-by criticism, blips of unfinished text needing the reader as participant in the 

inquiry, to fill in the holes,” I felt my creative muses calling (124). 

 

I would have liked to have spent more time on the “Box-Logic” exercise, but I think belaboring 

it (the way I put so much thought into parts of the chora) would have taken the spontaneity out of 

the inquiry.  Sirc says that “speculating” on the “process” leads to more juxtaposing for the 

readers, and I’m looking forward to going back once this gets cold and seeing if what I did 

makes any sense to me now (130). I give a detailed description of what I do on the site, but I 

haven’t speculated yet on why.  Something about that image, and those lyrics, and my own 

writing came together in an interesting albeit strange way.  I notice now, as I am typing this, that 

the way I staggered the words is very similar to what Sirc did in the piece we read. I’m sure that 

had an influence on me. 

 

I came into this course with a limited rhetoric background, but after taking the class twice, with 

two different instructors, I think I have a well-rounded introduction to rhetoric and composition 

that is surprisingly “cool,” to steal from Jeff Rice.  I knew I would learn a lot, but I didn’t realize 

that my perspective could shift as much as it did.  By that I mean, I think the class provided me 

with the knowledge to feel a bit more qualified to teach, because I feel like I have a better handle 

on rhetoric.  Having said that, though, I’m not sure that I would have gotten as much out of the 

class had I not already had a year of teaching under my belt.  As was noted in class, I’m 

interested in how theory and practice relate and interact with one another, and having the 

experience there to relate the theory to made the class a richer experience. 

 

As a writer and a teacher, I think what changes for me now is in recognizing that pushing 

boundaries is probably more painful for me than for “The Institution.”  I’m still not completely 

sure that a first-year college writing class should go all Shipka – I understand that you can write 

on a t-shirt or ballet shoes and create a composition that could be called writing – but I think that 

moving in the direction of digital writing makes more sense to me.  Not only are the young 

people coming into the university more aware of technology, they are going to be expected to 

utilize it effectively when they are out in the work world.  Why not start introducing visual 

rhetoric and new media early on?  I’m contemplating blogs for my Writing 101 class next 

semester now that I have navigated a Google site and a Wordpress blog all in the same semester.  

I’m excited about the potential possibilities!     


